Saint Thomas on 2" Sunday after Pentecost

But he said to him: A certain man made a great supper, and invited many. And he sent his servant at the
hour of supper to say to them that were invited, that they should come, for now all things are ready. And
they began all at once to make excuse. The first said to him: I have bought a farm, and I must needs go
out and see it: | pray thee, hold me excused. And another said: | have bought five yoke of oxen, and | go
to try them: | pray thee, hold me excused. And another said: | have married a wife, and therefore |
cannot come. And the servant returning, told these things to his lord. Then the master of the house, being
angry, said to his servant: Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the
poor, and the feeble, and the blind, and the lame. And the servant said: Lord, it is done as thou hast
commanded, and yet there is room. And the Lord said to the servant: Go out into the highways and
hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. But I say unto you, that none of those
men that were invited, shall taste of my supper.

EUSEB. Our Lord had just before taught us to prepare our feasts for those who cannot
repay, seeing that we shall have our reward at the resurrection of the just. Some one then,
supposing the resurrection of the just to be one and the same with the kingdom of God,
commends the above-mentioned recompense; for it follows, When one of them that sat at
meat with him heard these things, he said to him, Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the
kingdom of God.

CYRIL; That man was carnal, and a careless hearer of the things which Christ delivered,
for he thought the reward of the saints was to be bodily.

AUG. Or because he sighed for something afar off, and that bread which he desired lay
before him. For who is that Bread of the kingdom of God but He who says, | am the living
bread which came down from heaven? Open not your mouth, but your heart.

BEDE; But because some receive this bread by faith merely, as if by smelling, but its
sweetness they loathe to really touch with their mouths, our Lord by the following parable
condemns the dullness of those men to be unworthy of the heavenly banquet. For it
follows, But he said to him, A certain man made a great supper, and bade many.

CYRIL,; This man represents God the Father just as images are formed to give the
resemblance of power. For as often as God wishes to declare His avenging power, He is
called by the names of bear, leopard, lion, and others of the same kind; but when He
wishes to express mercy, by the name of man. The Maker of all things, therefore, and
Father of Glory, or the Lord, prepared the great supper which was finished in Christ.

For in these latter times, and as it were the setting of our world, the Son of God has
shone upon us, and enduring death for our sakes, has given us His own body to eat. Hence
also the lamb was sacrificed in the evening according to the Mosaic law. Rightly then was
the banquet which was prepared in Christ called a supper.

GREG. Or he made a great supper, as having prepared for us the full enjoyment of
eternal sweetness. He bade many, but few came, because sometimes they who themselves
are subject to him by faith, by their lives oppose his eternal banquet. And this is generally
the difference between the delights of the body and the soul, that fleshly delights when not
possessed provoke a longing desire for them, but when possessed and devoured, the eater
soon turns from satiety to loathing; spiritual delights, on the other hand, when not
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possessed are loathed, when possessed the more desired. But heavenly mercy recalls those
despised delights to the eyes of our memory, and in order that we should drive away our
disgust, bids us to the feast. Hence it follows, And he sent his servant, &c.

CYRIL; That servant who was sent is Christ Himself, who being by nature God and the
true Son of God, emptied Himself, and took upon Him the form of a servant. But He was
sent at supper time. For not in the beginning did the Word take upon Him our nature, but
in the last time; and he adds, For all things are ready. For the Father prepared in Christ the
good things bestowed upon the world through Him, the removal of sins, the participation
of the Holy Spirit, the glory of adoption. To these Christ bade men by the teaching of the
Gospel.

AUG. Or else, the Man is the Mediator between God and man, Christ Jesus; He sent that
they who were bidden might come, i.e. those who were called by the prophets whom He
had sent; who in the former times invited to the supper of Christ, were often sent to the
people of Israel, often bade them to come at supper time. They received the inviters,
refused the supper. They received the prophets and killed Christ, and thus ignorantly
prepared for us the supper. The supper being now ready, i.e. Christ being sacrificed, the
Apostles were sent to those, to whom prophets had been sent before.

GREG. By this servant then who is sent by the master of the family to bid to supper, the
order of preachers is signified. But it is often the case that a powerful person has a
despised servant, and when his Lord orders any thing through him, the servant speaking is
not despised, because respect for the master who sends him is still kept up in the heart. Our
Lord then offers what he ought to be asked for, not ask others to receive. He wishes to give
what could scarcely be hoped for; yet all begin at once to make excuse, for it follows, And
they all began with one consent to make excuse. Behold a rich man invites, and the poor
hasten to come. We are invited to the banquet of God, and we make excuse.

AUG. Now there were three excuses, of which it is added, The first said to him, | have
bought a piece of ground, and | must needs go and see it. The bought piece of ground
denotes government. Therefore pride is the first vice reproved. For the first man wished to
rule, not willing to have a master.

GREG. Or by the piece of ground is meant worldly substance. Therefore he goes out to
see it who thinks only of outward things for the sake of his living.

AMBROSE; Thus it is that the worn out soldier is appointed to serve degraded offices,
as he who intent upon things below buys for himself earthly possessions, can not enter into
the kingdom of heaven. Our Lord says, Sell all that you have, and follow me.

It follows, And another said, | have bought five yoke of oxen, and | go to prove them.
AUG. The five yoke of oxen are taken to be the five senses of the flesh; in the eyes sight,
in the ears hearing, in the nostrils smelling, in the mouth taste, in all the members touch.
But the yoke is more easily apparent in the three first senses; two eyes, two ears, two
nostrils. Here are three yoke. And in the mouth is the sense of taste which is forma to be a
kind of double, in that nothing is sensible to the taste, which is not touched both by the

2



tongue and palate. The pleasure of the flesh which belongs to the touch is secretly doubled.
It is both outward and inward. But they are called yoke of oxen, because through those
senses of the flesh earthly things are pursued. For the oxen till the ground, but men at a
distance from faith, given up to earthly things, refuse to believe in any thing, but what they
arrive at by means of the five-fold sense of the body. "I believe nothing but what I see." If
such were our thoughts, we should be hindered from the supper by those five yoke of
oxen. But that you may understand that it is not the delight of the five senses which charms
and conveys pleasure, but that a certain curiosity is denoted, he says not, | have bought
five yoke of oxen, and go to feed them, but go to prove them.

GREG. By the bodily senses also because they cannot comprehend things within, but
take cognizance only of what is without, curiosity is rightly represented, which while it
seeks to shake off a life which is strange to it, not knowing its own secret life, desires to
dwell upon things without. But we must observe, that the one who for his farm, and the
other who to prove his five yoke of oxen, excuse themselves from the supper of their
Inviter, mix up with their excuse the words of humility. For when they say, | pray you, and
then disdain to come, the word sounds of humility, but the action is pride. It follows, And
this said, | have married a wife, and therefore | cannot come.

AUG. That is the delight of the flesh which hinders many, | wish it were outward and not
inward. For he who said, | have married a wife, taking pleasure in the delights of the flesh,
excuses himself from the supper; let such a one take heed lest he die from inward hunger.

BASIL; But he says, | cannot come, because that the human mind when it is
degenerating to worldly pleasures, is feeble in attending to the things of God.

GREG. But although marriage is good, and appointed by Divine Providence for the
propagation of children, some seek therein not fruitfulness of offspring, but the lust of
pleasure. And so by means of a righteous thing may not unfitly an unrighteous thing be
represented.

AMBROSE; Or marriage is not blamed; but purity is held up to greater honor, since the
unmarried woman cares for the things of the Lord, that she may be holy in body and spirit,
but she that is married cares for the things of the world.

AUG. Now John when he said, all that is in the world is the lust of the flesh, and the lust
of the eyes, and the pride of life, began from the point where the Gospel ended. The lust of
the flesh, 1 have married a wife; the lust of the eyes, | have bought five yoke of oxen; the
pride of life, | have bought a farm. But proceeding from a part to the whole, the five senses
have been spoken of under the eyes alone, which hold the chief place among the five
senses. Because though properly the sight belongs to the eyes, we are in the habit of
ascribing the act of seeing to all the five senses.

CYRIL; But whom can we suppose these to be who refused to come for the reason just
mentioned, but the rulers of the Jews, whom throughout the sacred history we find to have
been often reproved for these things?

ORIGEN; Or else, they who have bought a piece of ground and reject or refuse the
supper, are they who have taken other doctrines of divinity, but have despised the word
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which they possessed. But he who has bought five yoke of oxen is he who neglects his
intellectual nature, and follows the things of sense, therefore he cannot comprehend a
spiritual nature. But he who has married a wife is he who is joined to the flesh, a lover of
pleasure rather than of God.

AMBROSE; Or let us suppose that three classes of men are excluded from partaking of
that supper, Gentiles, Jews, Heretics. The Jews by their fleshly service impose upon
themselves the yoke of the law, for the five yoke are the yoke of the Ten Commandments,
of which it is said, And he declared to you his covenant, which he commanded you to
perform, even ten commandments; and he wrote them upon two tables of stone. That is,
the commands of the Decalogue. Or the five yoke are the five books of the old law. But
heresy indeed, like Eve with a woman's obstinacy, tries the affection of faith. And the
Apostle says that we must flee from covetousness, lest entangled in the customs of the
Gentiles we be unable to come to the kingdom of Christ. Therefore both he who has
bought a farm is a stranger to the kingdom, and he who has chosen the yoke of the law
rather than the gift of grace, and he also who excuses himself because he has married a
wife.

It follows, And the servant returned, and told these things to his Lord.

AUG. Not for the sake of knowing inferior beings does God require messengers, as
though He gained aught from them, for He knows all things steadfastly and unchangeably.
But he has messengers for our sakes and their own, because to be present with God, and
stand before Him so as to consult Him about His subjects, and obey His heavenly
commandments, is good for them in the order of their own nature.

CYRIL,; But with the rulers of the Jews who refused their call, as they themselves
confessed, Have any of the rulers believed on him? The Master of the household was
wroth, as with them that deserved His indignation and anger; whence it follows, Then the
master of the house being angry, &c.

PSEUDO-BASIL; Not that the passion of anger belongs to the Divine substance, but an
operation such as in us is caused by anger, is called the anger and indignation of God.

CYRIL; Thus it was that the master of the house is said to have been enraged with the
chiefs of the Jews, and in their stead were called men taken from out of the Jewish
multitude, and of weak and impotent minds. For at Peter's preaching, first indeed three
thousand, then five thousand believed, and afterwards much people; whence it follows, He
said to his servant, Go out straightway into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in
hither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind.

AMBROSE; He invites the poor, the weak, and the blind, to show that weakness of body
shuts out no one from the kingdom of heaven, and that he is guilty of fewer sins who lacks
the incitement to sin; or that the infirmities of sin are forgiven through the mercy of God.
Therefore he sends to the streets, that from the broader ways they may come to the narrow
way.

Because then the proud refuse to come, the poor are chosen, since they are called weak
and poor who are weak in their own judgment of themselves, for there are poor, and yet as
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it were strong, who though lying in poverty are proud, the blind are they who have no
brightness of understanding; the lame are they who have walked not uprightly in their
works. But since the faults of these are expressed in the weakness of their members, as
those were sinners who when bidden refused to come, so also are these who are invited
and come; but the proud sinners are rejected, the humble are chosen. God then chooses
those whom the world despises, because for the most part the very act of contempt recalls
a man to himself. And men so much the sooner hear the voice of God, as they have
nothing in this world to take pleasure in. When then the Lord calls certain from the streets
and lanes to supper, He denotes that people who had learnt to observe in the city the
constant practice of the law. But the multitude who believed of the people of Israel did not
fill the places of the upper feast room.

Hence it follows, And the servant said, Lord, it is done as you have commanded, and yet
there is room. For already had great numbers of the Jews entered, but yet there was room
in the kingdom for the abundance of the Gentiles to be received.

Therefore it is added, And the Lord said to the servant, Go out into the highways and
hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. When He commanded
His guests to be collected from the wayside and the hedges, He sought for a rural people,
that is, the Gentiles.

AMBROSE; Or, He sends to the highways and about the hedges, because they are fit for
the kingdom of God, who, not absorbed in the desire for present goods, are hastening on to
the future, set in a certain fixed path of good will. And who like a hedge which separates
the cultivated ground from the uncultivated, and keeps off the incursion of the cattle, know
how to distinguish good and evil, and to hold up the shield of faith against the temptations
of spiritual wickedness.

AUG. The Gentiles came from the streets and lanes, the heretics come from the hedges.
For they who make a hedge seek for a division; let them be drawn away from the hedges,
plucked asunder from the thorns. But they are unwilling to be compelled. By our own will,
say they, will we enter. Compel them to enter, He says. Let necessity be used from
without, thence arises a will.

GREG. They then who, broken down by the calamities of this world, return to the love
of God, are compelled to enter. But very terrible is the sentence which comes next. For |
say to you, That none of those men which were bidden shall taste of my supper. Let no one
then despise the call, lest if when bidden he make excuse, when he wishes to enter he shall

not be able.
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