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STATEMENT ON THE VALIDITY OF
HOLY ORDERS

In the past several months many of you have
had various questions in regard to the
validity of the Orders of the Priests and

Clerics here at Mount Saint Michael's. This
statement is an attempt to answer the
questions that have been raised., We hope

that the information provided will answer any
questions that you may have.

Validity of Schismatic Orders

One of the principles upon which the
sacramental theology of Holy Orders is based
is that once an order has been validly
received, the recipient always retains the
powers of the Orders received although the
right to exercise Orders may be lost or
suspended . by the Church. The Sacrament of
Holy Orders imprints an indelible ‘character
upon the soul and it is from this indelible
character that the power of the Order flows.
It has always been the teaching of the Church
that Orders received from or by schismatics
are valid as long as the proper matter, form
and intention are retained. As we said
above, the right to exercise an Order may be
lost or may be suspended by the Church, - such
as in 'the case of an excommunicant or one
suspended for crime; nevertheless, the
sacramental character, once validly received,
can never be removed. This is clearly seen
in the writings of St. Thomas Aquinas. In

his Summa Theologica (Supplement Q. 38, Art.
2), he states:
"Since the episcopal power is
conferred by consecration, it must

endure forever, however much a man may
sin or be cut off from the Church."

Again, St. Thomas says (Supplement Q. 64,
Art. 9) '

"If a man be suspended by the Church
or excommunicated or degraded, he does
not lose the power of conferring the
sacraments, but the permission to use
this power,"

Modern authors are in complete agreement with
St. Thomas.
of Catholic Dogma, says:

Ludwig Ott, in his Fundamentalg.

"Every validly consecrated bishop,
including heretical, schismatic,
simonistic or excommunicated bishops

can validly dispense the Sacrament of
Orders, provided that he has the
requisite intention, and follows the
essential external rite."

Father M, D. Forest, in his 'th Are
Anglican Orders Invalid, states:

"As regards the Sacrament of Orders,
not only has the Church never taught
that Orders conferred by schismatics or
heretics are invalid....on the
contrary, She has insisted on the
validity of such Orders unless there
was some other defect of an essential
character." '

Finally, Father Pohle-Preuss, in his work The
Sacraments, says:

"The Church can take away what She
Herself has given, but She cannot take
away the power of conferring Holy
Orders,"

Clearly, then, it is entirely possible
and, in fact, is of common occurrence, that
heretics, schismatics and excommunicants can
possess and validly confer Holy Orders. The
determination of the validity of such orders
would rest upon the rite employed in the
ordination ceremony and the intention of the
minister and would be predicated on the
assumption that the minister himself

possessed valid Apostolic succession. Having
laid this groundwork, 1let us proceed to a
discussion of the schismatic Church of

Utrecht.

The Schismatic Church of Utrecht

In the 17th and 18th centuries, French
Jansenists fled to Holland where they found
the Dutch clergy more favorable to the errors
of Jansen. In the 1late 1600's the

vicars-apostolic of Holland were cited to the
Holy See for their Jansenist leanings, .and
the ecclesiastical government of Holland was
transferred to the papal nuncio at Cologne,
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which Bishop Daniel Q.

. Brown -derived his
Orders. :

Arnold Harris Matthews (1851-1919) was
an Englishman raised as an Anglican. He
studied for the Anglican ministry but prior
to ordination entered the Catholic seminary
of St. Peter's at Glasgow. He was ordained
‘to the Catholic. priesthood but left the
Church in 1889. He returned to the Anglican
Church where he functioned as a curate, and
while an  Anglican clergyman, contracted

marriage. He was reconciled to the Roman
Catholic Church din 1899. In 1907, Matthews
began correspondence - with the 0ld Roman

Catholics from Utrecht K and was eventually
consecrated by Archbishop Gul of Utrecht in

April, 1908. Matthews returned to England,
and in 1910 consecrated two Roman Catholic
priests. This double consecration led to a

rupture of relations between Matthews and the
Church of Utrecht and. brought his formal
excommunication by Pope Pius X. In 1912,
Matthews . also consecrated an. Austrian
nobleman, the prince De Landes-Berghes et de
Rache, and then sent De Landes-Berghes to the
United States to head the 0ld Roman. Catholic
movement in this country. Matthews was
reconciled to the Church 'in 1915 and died
four years later.

In 1916, De Landes-Berghes consecrated
Carmel Henry Carfora (1878-1958). Carfora, a
former Roman Catholic priest, had been born,
educated and ordained in Italy. He .came to
the United States and worked as a missionary
among the Italian immigrants , in West
Virginia. He organized several "independent"
parishes after having some problems with his
lawful ecclesiastical superiors. After his
.consecration by. De Landes-Berghes, Carfora
proceeded to found .the North American Old
Roman Catholic Church, which became one of
the 1largest O01d Roman Catholic Churches in
the world; by 1958, Carfora's organization
numbered some 85,000 members. William J.
Whalen, in his book Separated Brethren (pages
206 and 207) writes:

"This body (the North American 0ld
Roman Catholic Church) acknowledges the

Primacy of the successor of St. Peter
but denies his infallibility. Its
statement of beliefs includes the seven
sacraments, the Mass,
Transubstantiation, .the veneration and
invocation of the glorious and

Immaculate Mother of God, of the

Angels, and the Saints, and prayers for
the dead. While advocating celibacy,
it does not forbid its clergy to marry.
English is used in the liturgy....This

body seems to be closer to Roman
Catholicism than its European
counterpart.

In July of 1942, Carfora consecrated Hubert
A. Rogers. Rogers functioned as Carfora's
co-adjutor and upon the death of Carfora in
1958, Rogers became the . head of the North
American 0ld Roman Catholic Church. In 1969,
Rogers consecrated Daniel Q. Brown to the
episcopacy. ‘

A publication of the Old Roman Catholic
diocese of Florida states:

~ "To correct any misinterpretation of
what 0l1d Roman Catholics believe, . our
bishops and priests meeting at the
Twelfth General Council of the O0ld
Roman Catholic Church, held at the
Benedictine Abbey of St. . Paul (Roman
Catholic) at .Newton, . New Jersey, on
-April 27-28, 1973, made the following
unanimous declaration: 'This General
Council reaffirms that it holds and
teaches all that is held and.taught by
the Roman Catholic Church in matters of
faith and morals.' Clearly, then, lest
there be any further misunderstanding,

this Church holds and teaches the
Catholic Faith without -~ any
reservations, condemning - all heresies

condemned by Rome, and teaching even
those doctrines that have been declared
by Roman Pontiffs since this Church has

been  cut off from our Holy Father, the
Pope."
Daniel Q. Brown
'Daﬁiel Q. Brown was born and raised in

the Roman Catholic Church. He became very
concerned at the doctrinal and 1liturgical
aberrations introduced by the Second Vatican
Council and so left the Vatican II Church and
became affiliated with the North American Old
Roman Catholic Church wunder Rogers, . Brown
studied at the 01d Roman Catholic seminary
and was ordained and consecrated by Bishop
Rogers. For some time Brown functioned as an

0ld Roman Catholic bishop, but by September
of 1970 he had dropped the name "Old Roman
Catholic" and had begun referring to himself
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through the Profession of Faith.

"From the ancient institutions of
the Fathers we have learned that those
who are baptized in the name of the
Trinity, although amid heresy, whenever
they return to the Holy Church, may be
recalled to the bosom of their Mother
the " Church either with the annointing
of chrism, or the imposition of hands,
or with A PROFESSION OF FAITH ALONE...
without any hesitation receive all

whoever return from the perverse error
of Nestorius... make no opposition or
difficulty in regard to their own
orders." (Letter of Pope St. Gregory,

Qui
Dens.

Caritati, to the bishops of Spain,
249)

These objections are also founded on a
false application of Canon Law, for Canon
Law, due to its imperfect nature, is subject
to change. This change is termed equity when
applied by a superior, or epikeia, when as
exception to the 1law is presumed ‘by an
individual (Canon 18). St. Thomas Aquinas
discusses epikeia:

"Every law is directed to the common

" weal of men, and derives the force and
nature of 1law accordingly. Hence the
jurist says: 'By no reason of law, or
favor of equity, is it allowable for us
to interpret harshly and render
burdensome, those useful measures which
have been enacted for the welfare of

man.' Now it happens that the
observance of some point of law
conduces to the common weal in the

majority of instances, and yet, in some
cases, it is very hurtful. Since then
the lawgiver cannot have in view every
single case, he shapes the law
according to what happens .most
frequently....Wherefore if a case
arises wherein the observance of a law

would be hurtful to the general
welfare, it should not be observed."
(Summa__Theologica, I-II, Q. 96, Art.

6)

"Since human actions, with which
laws are concerned, are composed of
contingent singulars and are
innumberable in their diversity, it was
not possible to lay down rules of law

that would apply to every single case.

Canons, Pg. 39,

Legislators in framing laws attend to
what commonly happens; although if the
law be applied to certain cases it will
frustrate the equality of justice and
be injurious to the common good which
the law has in view. »

"Epikeia does not set aside that
which is just in itself but that which
is just as by law established. Nor is
it oppossed to severity, which follows

the 1letter of the law when it ought to
be followed. To follow the lettqr of
the law when it ought not to be
followed is sinful. Hence it is
written in the Codex of Laws and
Constitutions under Law V.:  Without

doubt he transgresses the law who by
adhering to the 1letter of the law
strives to defeat the intention of the
lawgiver."

(Summa Theologica, II-II, Q.
1)

120, Art.

Abbo and Hanna in their work The Sacred
in treating of epikeia,
state:

"Epikeia, a benign interpretation of
the human law according to that which
is just and good, is said by St.
Thomas to be a virtue by which a
person, though not observing the strict
letter of the law, does comply with the
intention - of the lawgiver. The
legislator is presumed to intend what
is good. If, then, in a particular
case, literal obedience would be
productive of evil or become morally
impossible, the presumption. is.
justified that the legislator did not’
intend to insist upon the enforcement
of his law under those circumstances."

Bishop Brown invoked epikeia. .If there
only had been a legitimate Holy Father,
Brown's path would have been obvious. But he
knew that Paul VI was not a pope and he knew
of no bishops remaining faithful to the
Church, so recourse was impossible. Bishop
Brown felt strongly the respensibility to
consecrate someone to preserve Apostolic
Succession. In Brown's certain doubt of the
relevant application of Canon Law, his
suspension and any irregularities ceased and
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Brown erred in receiving orders from a
schismatic Church he did repent and sought to
return to the true Catholic Church. Due to
the extra-ordinary nature of our times it was
not possible for him to submit to a true and
legitimate Pope and so he did the best that

he could do in these circumstances. He
publicly renounced his error, made a
profession of the Catholic Faith, and began

to work with those traditional Catholics who
sought the true Holy Sacrifice of the Mass
and the true sacraments of the Church. 1In
sort, Bishop Brown did what any prudent man

would have done in the same situation (given
the extra-ordinary nature of our times).
Bishop Brown invoked Canons 209, 2261, and

2264 to obtain the jurisdiction needed to
licitly give the sacraments to the faithful
who sought them.

In consecrating Francis Schuckardt to
the episcopacy, Bishop Brown invoked the
principle of epikeia and judged that the
Church would wish that Apostolic  Succession
be transmitted to others so that the faithful
would have the benefit of the Mass and the
sacraments. It must be remembered that in
granting the so-called '"extra-ordinary" or

'sacraments

"emergency" faculties, Holy Mother the Church
is providing for the spiritual welfare of Her
children, who would otherwise be left without

the Mass and the sacraments. Again, it is
illogical and ridiculous to argue for a
strict interpretation of Canon Law inp
extra-ordinary times when Canon Law is
obviously not strictly applicable or in
circumstances when the strict application of

the law would deprive the faithful of the
and render the true Mass and
Sacraments almost non-existent. It is rather
interesting that the same people who argue
for a strict interpretation of Canon Law will
engage in verbal gymnastics to allow an aged
French prelate, in violation of all Canon Law
(if strictly applicable), to found =
religious society, send priests throughout
the world to found  parishes in already
existent dioceses, openly and scandalously
refuse obedience to his superiors, travel
into the territory of .other bishops to
perform pontifical functions even though
specifically prohibited from performing these
functions etc. etc. ad infinitum.

We here will bublish the texts of two
letters that Bishop Daniel Q. Brown wrote —-
one in defense of the validity of his Orders

and the other expressing his views of the
terrible crisis faced by the Church in our

days. We thought they would be of interest

to our readers.
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can provide such statements.

There are some who question my validity because of the. influence of a paper
which was distributed some time ago by one Hugo Kellner, an amateur theologian,
Kellner denounced me as invalid because of his faulty interpretation of Canon
2264, This Canon states that "Acts of Jurisdiction by a vitandus are invalid".
A "vitandus" is one who has been excommunicated by the most solemn
excommunication of the Catholic Church. In this excommunication, the
excommunicated person is named and the faithful are warned to avoid him. The
Latin for "to avoid" is "vitare", hence "vitandus" or one to be avoided. Since
Bishop Arnold Harris Mathew, through whom I receive my Succession, was
excommunicated by Pope Pius X as a vitandus, Kellner claims that any
consecrations performed by Mathew after his excommunication are invalid. He
states that, consequently, my own consecration is invalid. The error in
Kellner's reasoning is ‘that Canon 2264 declares Acts of Jurisdiction (such as a
bishop granting faculties to a priest in his diocese, etc.) but does not declare
sacramental acts (saying Mass, conferring the sacraments - including Holy
Orders) to be invalid. This is clearly shown further on in the same Canon with
the statement that, in cases of emergency (danger of death, etc.) a Catholic may
receive the sacraments from a vitandus. Furthermore, there is irrefutable proof
that the Catholic Church accepts sacraments - including Holy Orders - from a
vitandus to be valid. This is proven in the case of Bishop Orestes Chornock who
was a Byzantine Rite (Catholic bishop,/in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.- Bishop
Chornock became involved in a dispute with the Pope over the Papal decree of
1929 which forbade further ordinations of married men in the Byzantine Rite.
Bishop Chornock considered the decree to be discriminatory because it affected
only the Byzantines in the U.S. and also felt that it was an imposition of
"Latinization" wupon the Eastern Rites. The dispute became so bitter that the

Pope excommunicated Bishop Chornock - a vitandus - the same excommunication
imposed wupon Bishop Mathew. After his excommunication, Bishop Chornock went
into the Eastern Orthodox Church where he was received as a bishop - without

reordination, of course. While a bishop of the Orthodox Church, he ordained a
number of priests. Sometime later, some’' of these priests converted to the
Byzantine Rite (Catholic Church where they were received as priests without
re-ordination, meaning that the Catholic Church accepted them as validly

rdained - by a yitandus. I have the names and addresses of some of those
Qrdained yitandus
priests. -

The validity of my Holy Orders cannot be questioned and indeed is not questioned
by those who are familiar with Church history and Canon Law. There are,
however, those who, although admitting that I am a valid bishop, believe that 1
am not a legal or licit bishop. They ask how I can claim to be a Catholic
bishop when I am not in union with Paul VI. The answer is simply that I, and my
followers, cannot accept Paul VI as the valid and licit pope and consequently
his Church as the true Catholic Church. We cannot accept as Catholic a Church
which  permits dits members to be Masons, or a Church which accepts
Transignification rather than Transubstantiation, a Church which permits heresy
to be taught without even a reprimand to the teachers of heresy, a Church whose
"pope" promotes the cult of man and secularism, among many other aberrations
from true Catholic teaching of which I have documented evidence. In fine, if
the "new" Church of Paul VI is the true Church, then the Catholic Church has
been wrong for 2,000 years. That we cannot accept. Apologists for the Paul VI
Church admit that there are "some" within Paul's Church who are unorthodox but
have blinded themselves into believing that a little heresy doesn't hurt much.
The truth is that the Catholic Church cannot be a "little bit heretical” any
more than a woman can be a little bit pregnant. You yourself have stated that
you (the Byzantines) are the most orthodox of any in your Church. That is an
admission that there are then in your Church those who are less orthodox than
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Open Letter to Hugh McGovern, Editor of the Voice
October 13, 1975

Dear Hugh:

This is an attempt to talk common sense to you - always bearing in mind what a

Spanish philosopher wisely observed — that common sense is the least common of
all the senses.

In recent issues of The Voice, you have been beguiling your readers with
speculation that Archbishop Lefebvre will leave the apostate Church and head up
the Traditionalist Movement. You say that the Archbishop is "our last hope".
If indeed he is your last hope, then you have no hope at all. The Archbishop
will not leave Paul VI, nor will he consecrate a bishop for the Traditionalists
- and I explain why.

Either you do not know what is going on in Switzerland or you are not telling
for reasons which would work to your advantage. Even now, you have many people
worked up with the false hope that the Archbishop will become their bishop and
that does not hurt your circulation a bit.. As you have done so often in the
past, you are again going off half-cocked with emotion-packed sensationalism
which only serves to confuse the very pegple who most need the truth.

Over the years Archbishop Lefebvre has been . supported financially by a small
number of very wealthy people - including at least one American. This financial
support has been so generous that the boys who attend the seminary have been
able to -do so free of charge if necessary.  Everything is provided them - even
their room and board. However, it must be noted that the people who have been
providing this financial aid are Wanderer-type "Catholics" ‘who purport to
believe in "Traditionalism" as long as it is confined within the ' structure of
the "Church" - meaning the Church of Paul VI, That is a mockery of Catholic
Truth. Now if -the Archbishop left Paul VI and consecrated a bishop for the
Traditionalists (which he would have to do, otherwise there would be no point to
his actions), he would have to do so without the Mandate of Paul VI who  would
certainly give no permission for the consecration of such a bishop. If the
Archbishop defied Paul VI by consecrating a bishop without the Mandate, he would
then be excommunicated. At this point, those who are giving him financial aid
would immediately withdraw their support from him. This would mean that the
Archbishop would be thrown on the mercy of the wolves who call themselves
"leaders" of the Traditionalist Movement. It takes little imagination to see
what would happen if and when the Archbishop got out of line with those
ego-maniacs. They would cut him to pieces. Now, the Archbishop is not a stupid
man and he knows what his fate would be at the hands of the neurotic "leaders".
He is old and ill and it is doubtful that he could survive that kind of
treatment. He needs compassion and understanding.

What has obviously not occurred to you is that, if the Archbishop did in fact
agree to head up the Traditionalist Movement, his first act would have to be the
excommunication of all of those "leaders" who have been playing fast and loose
with Catholic Truth - and that includes you. I can pick up virtually any issue
of The Voice and find theological, canonical and/or scriptural errors in your
writing. Some of these errors I have already pointed out to you. Of course,
you have chosen not to acknowledge my correspondence - just as you ignored my
challenge to debate you on the pages of your own paper. One of the most blatant
.errors appears on the very mast-head of The Voice. There you state that you are
dedicated to the '"restoration" of the Roman Catholic Church to the status—q® of
'pre-Vatican II. "Restoration" means bringing back something which has been lost
or taken away. The Catholic Church has never been lost or taken away and your
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Mount N1 Vichaol
North 800 St Michaet's Road
Spokane, Bushington 99207

Feast of Corpus Christi
June 21, 1984

Dear friends in Our Lady,
Praised be Jesus and Mary!

I am writing this rather lengthy letter in an attempt to clearly explain the
position that I have been forced to tzke during the last few weeks. This is not
an easy time for any of us, and I feel that I have an obligation to be completely
open with you, the laity, and explain my pesition in a clear and forthright manner
I am forced to write this letter since Bishop Schuckardt has labelled myself and
the other priests at Mount St. Michael's as Satanic and excommunicate. These
allegations are of a very serious nature and have been made publicly. As many of
you may be approached in the coming weeks Jy lay people or religious who have
sided with Bishop Schuckardt, I feel that-it is imperative that you understand
fully the real issues at hand.

1) Inccmpetency

Most of you are well aware of the fact that over the ‘past several years
Bishop Schuckardt's health has grown increasingly worse and that he has become
more and more dependent upon his medicatien. In the past ‘several months, the
medical professionals who have worked with Bishop Schuckardt for many years, and
who are totally aware of his complex wmedical problems and history, have approachet
me several times and indicated that Bishop Schuckardt takes far too much medicatir
that the medication is having a disastrous effect or his ‘general health, and that
the medication is actually causing the problems that it is supposed to relieve.
(The side effects of the medication that Bishop Schuckardt takes are: euphoria,
dysphoria, headaches, excitement, hypersensitivity, agitation, confusion, hallu-
cinations, convulsions, facial flushing, dry mouth, nausea, vomiting, and
phlebitis.) The doctors who have worked with Bishop Schuckardt have said that,
if he does not moderate the amount of medication he is taking, he will be dead
within a year. It is my opinion that this problem with medication is causally
related to many of the other problems we will discuss.

You are all aware of the fact that for the past several years things in the
Community have been in complete and utter chacs. It is my feeling that the vast .
majority of this chaos is caused by Bishop Schuckardt's inability to physicaliy
function and because of the various emotional and psychological side-effects of
the medication he takes. We all realize that as remnant Catholics we are to be
followers of Christ Crucified, and that we will have certain crosses and contra-
dictions in our daily life that we have to accept in a spirit of humility and
resignation. The problems we will discuss are not merely crosses and contradic-
tions, but proofs that Bishop Schuckardt is not capable of administering the
affairs of the Church and of providing for the spiritual needs of the people.
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Other results of the mail not being procussed hi o been the lact ovf coumu-
nication between the religious and their relatiives ana i:iends 1. viloer pares of
the country; the lack of follow-up in contactir .ud heep:ng cento oowith people
reached in missions; the tot.l lack or regular ¢ o5 ¢ el o0k erders at

the Center.

After the recent O'Neill legal suit, over $13,000 in Church - unds were seized
by Mr. 0'Neill simply because mail at P. 0. Box 1207 was rot proc. = and we were
not made aware that Mr. O'Neill was seizing these funds.

“

d) Bishop Schuckardt and some of those religious with him : v contend that
none of these problems are at all that serious. As a priest I fcel that it is a
very serious matter that the laity are not able to attend Mass and receive the
sacraments regularly. The other problems that I have mentioned are a direct re-
sult of the dependency that Bishop Schuckardt has on his medication. I feel that
the man is so physically sick that he is not capable of functioning in a reasonabl.
manner. )

e) Those of you who have attended the Conference or the Retreat-Seminars in
recent years are aware of the problem to some degree. You will remember that the
Fall Conference in 1983 was re-scheduled the day after it was to have started, in
spite of the fact that people had travelled here from out of state. Whern the Con-
ference was finally held, the keynote addres’s was scheduled four nights in succes-
sion without success. At the San Diego Seminar in 1983, the people were not
assigned rooms until 1:00 in the morning, and the Seminar dragged on until Tuesday
morning. At the Ohio Seminar in 1984, the room assignments were not made until
3:00 in the morning. On the pilgrimage to Germany in December, 1983, the pilgrims
spent two extra days in one city because Bishop Schuckardt refused to let the -
group go on without him. The added expenses for these two extra days were, of
course, paid by the pilgrims themselves, in spite of the fact that they had alread
paid for lodging and meals in two other cities. Many excuses were made for these
delays and re-schedulings. The real reason was that Bishop Schuckardt, because of
the quantity of medication he was taking, was unable to function properly.

2) Claims to the Papacy

I have become aware recently that on several occasions Bishop Schuckardt made
the claim to several people that he was the Pope. The claim seems to have been
based upon the reasoning that he was tne "only Catholic bishop in the world" and
that on pilgrimage in Rome at the shrine of Our Lady of the Snows he was mysticall
crowned by Our Lady. In the past when I asked Bishop Schuckardt about these claiw
I have always received an evasive answer.

a) I have in my possession a booklet written by a member of the Community
which bears the Nihil Obstat of Bishop Schuckardt. This booklet contains an
erroneous history of Bishop Schuckardt's life, of his episcopal consecration, and
makes reference to Bishop Schuckardt as Pope Hadrian VII and has a chart showing
Our Lady of Guadalupe presenting the Papal tiara to Bishop Schuckardt.

b) I have in my possession sworn statements by several persons whom Bishop
Schuckardt told personally that he was the Pope. (These same persons were in-
structed not to tell myself and other priests and clerics since we 'did not have
the grace to accept it.")

¢) Bishop Schuckardt has worn and wears a white cassock in the manner of a
Pope (not an episcopal white cassock trimmed in red piping, but a papal white
cassock trimmed with gold piping). Bishop Schuckardt has allowed pictures of
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himself in a papal cassock to be made and disseminated among the religious and
lajity.

d) Two religious superiors have deposed under oath that they were given a
chart showing Bishop Schuckardt being mystically crowned as Pope and told "under
obedience' to have duplicate copies made and displayed in every religious house
and school. (The charts were made, but never displayed. Copies of the charts
are in the Church files.)

e) On several occasions in the past Bishop Schuckardt has shown me letters
from different lay and religious in which he is addressed as the Pope. My impres-
sion was that he wanted me to agree with him that he was the Pope. It is my belief
that in the near future Bishop Schuckardt would have proclaimed himself Pope.

£) As this claim is based in part on a "vision" that Bishép Schuckardt had,
I would like to remind you that one of the side effects of the narcotic that he
has been taking for quite some time is hallucinationms.

".g) Bishop Schuckardt also has allowed his 2ides to address him as "Your
Holiness" in private.

3) Immorality and Scandal

Over the last several years certain charges have been publicly made that
Bishop Schuckardt has in the past and continues to have sexual coantact with some
of his young aides. I have in the past on three or four occasions gone to Bishop
Schuckardt about this problem. I was left with the impression that it had been
resolved, but obviously it was not. Several years ago when I made a very force-
ful stand with Bishop Schuckardt on this point and was on the point of making the
problem a public matter, I found that Bishop Schuckardt had told the religious and
. laity (who were for the most part totally unawarz nf the problem) that I had
suffered a nervous breakdown and was iun a very bad mental state. Obviously at
that time I was not able to get the proslem resoived once and for all since Bishop
Schuckardt had effectively destroyed any backing that I might have had. Thanks be
to God, I have had the opportunity this time to explain the true situation to the
laity and religious, and have the backing of the cverwhelming majority of the
Community for the actions that I have taken.

a) I have sworn statements from several young men that while working with
Bishop Schuckardt as "medical aides'" they were seduced by and sexually abused by
Bishop Schuckardt.

b) I and Father Mary Benedict have talked with three young men who are pres-
ently with the Bishop and who function in a capacity as his personal aides at
great length about this problem. All three of the young men have told Father Mary
Benedict and myself, either separately or jointly, that they either have in the
past or presently still do engage in sexual activity with Bishop Schuckardt as
part of his "medical treatment." All of these young men assured us that Bishop
Schuckardt has told them that there is nothing at all morally wrong with what they
are doing. When I told one of them that the moral teachings of the Catholic Church
forbade such activity, I was told that I, as a priest, must conform my mind to-
that of Bishop Schuckardt. ‘
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(a) it is the determination of myself and the priests that Bishop Schuckardt does
not have the mental competency to govern (because of his problem with abuse of
medication); if he is not competent to govern, then he certainly cannot issue a
valid excommunication;

(t) even if Bishop Schuckardt were mentally competent, there is no cause for the
present excommunication and the proper canonical form was not observed in its
issuance, therefore it is invalid;

(c) if Bishop Schuckardt is mentally competent and responsible for his actionms,
it is my belief that in accordance with Canon 2367 he has already incurred an
excommunication Latae Sententiae reserved in the most special manner to the Holy
See for absolutio complicem in peccato turpi and is not able to excommunicate
anyone, being himself excommunicate.

I have also been told that I am about to be excommunicated for bringing a
legal action in secular courts against Bishop Schuckardt in violation of Canon
120. This Canon forbids the suing of certain prelates in secular courts without
permission of the Holy See or of the ordinary. My reply to this is that Canon
120 specifically states that this permission is not to be refused "without a just
and grave cause." The reasonable man, in view of the unique circumstances of
time and place that we find ourselves in, and in view of the unique aspects of
this case could, I feel, in clear conscience invoke the principle of epekeia
(Canon 18) anc assume that the Holy See would grant permission in this case. I
am also able to rezsonably apply Canon 21 on the "Intrinsic Cessation of Law" to
this case. _Canon 21 states in part, "A law ceases to exist when it ceases to be
reasonable; for then its whole purpose of promoting the welfare of the community
is defeated.” 1In this case I can also apply the principle of "Moral Impossibility",
that is, if it is morally or physically impossible to obey a merely human law,
then that law ceases to be binding in that particular instance. I am also within
my rights in applying the principle enunciated by Canon 15, "in a positive doubt
of law, ecclesiastical laws are not binding." 1In this case I would argue that
the binding force cf Canon 120 in this particular instance is not clear; there-

. fore, in accord with Canon 15, Canon 120 would not be binding. - »

I am not a canon liawyer, as you all well know. I am a simple priest who is
trying tc correct a scandal which has grown public over the last few years and
has led to the destruction of many souls. In no way do I question nor doubt the
validity of Bishop Schuckardt's orders, nor do I differ with him in regard to the
principles upon which this Catholic community was founded. I am not led by a
thirst for power nor do I have any improper motives in pursuing this line of
action. The priests at Mount St. Michael's and I have tried to correct this prob-
lem privately and quietly. We tried on many occasions to talk with Bishop Schuckardt
and work these serious problems out. It was not I who started the battle, but once
committed to the battle I will not stop halfway. There are many souls at stake here,:
yours and mine. As God is my witness, I have taken this action only to fulfill the
obligations imposed upon me in my office as Vicar General, Religious Superior and
Priest. Let us sll pray for those who have fallen away from the true Catholic
Faith that they may quickly and speedily be reconciled to our Holy Mother the
Church. Let us pray for one another that we may have the grace and courage to
persevere in our Faith, and let us always recall that eloquent axiom -~ Salus
animarum suprema lex, "The salvation of souls is the highest law."

In Jesus and Mary,

V%?W. T T T2 it P aovt, MR

Very Reverend Father Denis Philomena Marie, CMR
Vicar General .
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"Besides other aggravating circumstances, a crime is more serious: 1) in
proportion to the greater dignity of the person who commits the crime,.. 2) be-
cause of the abuse of authority or office in committing the crime... Thus clerics
are more severely punished than the laity for certain crimes,.."

CANON 2207.

"Penalties should be decreed with due proportion to the crime, taking into
account imputability, scandal, and damage; hence not only the object and gravity
of the law should be considered, but also the age, knowledge, education, sex,
condition, and state of mind of the delinquent,..."

CANON 2218, 1.

"A priest who absolves or pretends to absolve his accomplice in a sin of
impurity automatically incurs excommunication reserved in a most special manner
to the Apostolic See. ...The same penalty is incurred by a priest who absolves or
pretends to absolve his accomplice, who does not even confess the sin of complicity
from which he (or she) has not yet been absolved for the reason that the confessarius
complex has directly or indirectly induced the penitent to omit confessing the sin."
' ' CANON 2367.

"If a person by his own authority takes possession of an ecclesiastical
benefice, office or dignity,... incurs the following penalties: ...suspension
from or deprivation of any benefice, office or dignity which he had previously
obtained, and even by deposition, if the gravity of the offense cails for it..."

CANON 2394.

"...those who without canonical provision (cfr. Canons 147, 1-2; 332, 1),
seize or allow themselves to be illegitimately thrust into, or who retain an
cclesiastical office, benefice or dignity, and all who take part in this, incur
ipso facto excommunication reserved in a special manner to the Apostolic See."

COMMENTARY ON CANON LAW. (Woywod and Smith)

"Infamy of fact is contracted when a person, either because of a crime he has
committed or because of corrupt morals, has, in the judgment of the Ordinary, lost
his good repute among upright and solid members of the faithful."

CANON 2293.

"Consequences of infamy of fact: the person must be held off from receiving
orders... and from ecclesiastical dignities, benefices, and offices, and also
from exercising the sacred ministry and from legitimate ecclesiastical zacts.”

CANON 2294,
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