
Character 

A firm will underlies every good and strong character, and to the lack of it must be attributed much 

unhappiness and misery in the world.  Strength of character includes both firmness of will and the power of 

self-restraint. A man, for instance, who yields to anger, and whose bursts of fury make his subjects tremble, 

may appear to be strong, as he ruthlessly bears all before him, but he is really weak--pitiably weak. He has not 

conquered himself; he is mastered by his passions.  He lacks self-control, and therefore he is not strong.  That 

man is great, that man is strong, who subdues his feelings, suppresses his evil inclinations, and bridles his 

passions.  

Strive to be a manly man! A manly man is a man of character; one who is controlled by conscience; one who 

does his duty under all circumstances; one who is swayed by reason, by faith, by moral principles--not by every 

passing impulse, not by transient emotions, not by fancy or caprice, not by human respect. A manly man is one 

who is endowed with the courage of his convictions; one who is conscientious, sincere, truthful, honest, upright, 

just and charitable, unselfish and magnanimous, kind and gentle; one who practices what he preaches, whose 

life is consistent with his faith; one who heeds the admonitions of his Creator:  “Walk  before Me and be 

perfect.” (Gen. xvii. I). 
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Thank you for visiting http://www.JMJsite.com. Please tell others about this website and pray much more. 

Saint Alphonsus Maria (the great Doctor of prayer) reminds us that: “Those who pray will certainly save their 

souls, and those who do not pray will certainly lose them.” Read the sermons and listen to the audio files. 

“Ignorance is the mother of all evils.” Do penance for Jesus told us: “Unless you do penance you shall all 

likewise perish.” The devil is never far away from those too busy to pray!  If Truth stands in your way, you are 

going on the wrong path! 

Ora pro nobis, 

Patrick Henry  
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