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Jesus  †  Mary  †  Joseph 
Chapter 47 - The Progress of Temptations 

Christ: 
My child, watch yourself especially at the beginning of a temptation.  You will find it 

easier to overcome the enemy if you resist him at once.  Stop him at the threshold, at the 
very moment when he knocks.  He spoke wisely who said, “Resist beginnings; all too late 
the cure when ills have gathered strength by long delay.”  Though it is never too late to 
turn to Me, you will find it harder to do so, the longer you linger with a temptation. 

2.  First a simple thought will slip into your mind.  This is followed by a strong 
imagination.  Then comes delight, then an evil inclination, and lastly, consent.  Thus, little 
by little, the enemy gains full entrance into your soul, when he is not resisted in the 
beginning. 

Think: 
Many a ruined life could have been prevented, if only one had been wise enough to 

follow this advice.  Too many take chances and linger too long at some pleasure, trying to 
enjoy as much as possible without falling into the evil that is there.  People are so afraid of 
missing something.  And so, they step closer and closer to actual sin, until, like a waiting 
spider, it reaches out and entangles them. 

Pray: 
O Holy Ghost, my God and Sanctifier, in Thee I hope for the wisdom to recognize sin 

before it overcomes me.  Grant me strength to resist whatever would draw me into sin.  I 
would have less faults and sins today if I had turned away from temptation at its very start.  
With Thy help, I hope to do whatever is necessary to lessen the temptation in my daily life.  
Amen. 
 

December 18th 
Saint Gatian, First Bishop of Tours (†First Century) 

Saint Gatian, a disciple of the Apostles and the first bishop of Tours, was sent to that city 
at the same time as Saint Denys to Paris, Saint Trophimus to Arles, Saint Martial to 
Limoges, Saint Saturninus to Toulouse, Saint Sergius Paulus to Narbonne, and Saint 
Austremoine into Auvergne.  The Gauls in that region were addicted to the worship of 
their ancient idols, to which they had added the divinities of Rome.  He found them 
enslaved to their various superstitions, and began to teach them the vanity of idols and the 
impossibility of a plurality of gods.  After dispersing the false ideas and fears they had 
conceived concerning the gods of the empire, he presented to them the faith of the Gospel 
and the true God.  He showed them the necessity of the Redemption and spoke of the 
Second Coming of the Saviour as Judge, when He will reward the virtue of those who 
have done good, and exile evildoers to a lamentable eternity. 

The Saint was often interrupted in his instructions by harassers, and when denounced to 
the magistrates, was mistreated and threatened with death; but no contradictions or 
sufferings were able to discourage or daunt this apostle.  By his perseverance he gained 



 2

several to Christ.  He left the city, however, and established a sort of headquarters in a rude 
grotto surrounded by thorn bushes.  There he celebrated the divine mysteries.  His splendid 
virtues, until then unknown to this untaught populace, won many to recognition of the 
truth of the religion he taught.  He traveled in the area, accompanied by his faithful 
disciples, to preach and to exercise mercy.  There were, it seems, no illnesses which he did 
not cure, nor demons which he did not drive away with the sign of the Cross.  The pagan 
altars began to be abandoned, and it was permitted to establish small oratories where the 
faithful could assemble.  The people learned to sing the praises of the true God, and clerics 
were formed to officiate.  Saint Gatian established outside the city, a cemetery for the 
burial of Christians. 

The holy bishop Gatian died at an advanced age, having seen Our Lord Jesus Christ 
come to him during his last illness to awake him from sleep and give him Holy 
Communion in Viaticum; he died seven days later.  The Cathedral of Tours still possesses 
a few fragments of his relics, which Saint Martin had placed in that principal church, but 
which wars and persecutions scattered and destroyed in large part. 

Source: Les Petits Bollandistes: Vies des Saints, by Msgr. Paul Guérin (Bloud et Barral: 
Paris, 1882), Vol. 14. 

  
Preparing the Stable - December 18th - Gifts 

 Gather some presents for the Divine Infant and His Blessed Mother.  Give alms for the 
poor and say an extra decade of the Rosary. 

Ejaculation: Come, Jesus, to accept my gifts and to take possession of my heart. 
Thank you for visiting: http://www.JMJsite.com.  Fight TRUTH decay by reading 

what is on this website and please tell others about this website. 
 


