Jesus † Mary † Joseph
Chapter 39 - Man’s True Good
Christ:
My child, often it is safer for a man not to have many consolations and
pleasures in his earthly life. Try to grasp this truth, so that you may not
become sad and depressed when you cannot have what you desire.
2. If you had all the satisfactions and enjoyments which this world can offer,
how long would they last? The knowledge that they must certainly end, would
only make death more bitter and disagreeable to you.
3. The fact is that your soul can find full and lasting joy only in My
friendship and love. True happiness and lasting peace come from Me alone.
Foolish lovers of this world think that they know the meaning of peace and
happiness, but what they enjoy is imperfect and short-lived. Genuine peace
and happiness is given only to My loyal followers, those who are unselfish in
doing My Will and generous in imitation My example.
Think:
God desires that I should labor for my daily bread and enjoy the rightful
pleasures of daily life. I must not, however, become so entangled in these
things that I would sin for them. Each day is a step toward the true and perfect
life of Heaven. I need to put complete trust and confidence in God’s wisdom
and love for me. This virtue will give me the freedom of true charity. I will
come to see more clearly each day how to please God more in everything I do.
Pray:
My Jesus, please do not let me think too much of my earthly needs. They can
crowd my mind and make me too busy to think of Thee and Thy holy words.
Save me from the blind love of pleasure and from the enslaving worry about
earthly security. Grant me the freedom of those who live for Heaven. Nothing
on earth must hold me back from doing Thy Will. Amen.
December 8th - The Immaculate Conception
(† Declared a dogma on December 8th 1854 by Pope Pius IX )
On this day, so dear to every Catholic heart, we celebrate first of all the
moment when Almighty God, in a vision telescoping the ages, showed Mary
both to our first parents and to the demon, as the Virgin Mother of the future
divine Redeemer, the Woman destined to crush the proud head of the serpent.
This episode is narrated in the first book of Scripture, Genesis chapter 3. We
find Her again in the last canonical prophecy of the Bible, the Apocalypse or
1

Revelation of Saint John the Apostle, as the Woman clothed with the
sun, having on Her head a crown of twelve stars. In this beautiful vision She is
also identified with the persecuted Apostolic Church, obliged to flee into the
“desert”, and as the Mother of a great Head of that Church, destined to govern
the flock of the latter times in the final combat, who like that flock is Her own
Child. (chapter 12) Mary, like Her Son, is at the beginning and the end of all
God’s intentions, an integral part of His designs for the Redemption of the
human race.
Since by eternal decree She was exempted from all stain of original sin from
the first moment of Her Creation, and was endowed with the richest treasures
of grace and sanctity, it is fitting that we honor Her glorious prerogatives by
this special feast of the Immaculate Conception. We should join in spirit with
the Blessed in heaven and rejoice with our dear Mother, not only for Her own
sake, but for ours, Her children, for we are partakers of Her glory and
happiness. “The treasures of the mother are the heritage of the children,” said
Saint Thérèse of the Child Jesus.
We celebrate at the same time the ever-memorable day, the 8th of December
of 1854, which raised the Immaculate Conception of Our Blessed Lady from a
pious belief to the dignity of a dogma of the infallible Church, causing a great
and universal joy among the faithful. The Holy See had already permitted the
feast day from the time of Sixtus IV, by his papal bull Cum Praecelsa (1477),
formally allowing its celebration for all dioceses desiring it. In 1854, the
ancient faith of the people in their Mother exulted.
Sources: The Holy Bible: Old and New Testaments; Little Pictorial Lives of
the Saints, a compilation based on Butler’s Lives of the Saints and other
sources, by John Gilmary Shea (Benziger Brothers: New York, 1894).
Preparing the Stable - December 8th – Straw
Also provide your manger with soft straw by performing little acts of
mortification; for instance, bear the cold without complaints, or sit and stand
erect.
Ejaculation: Dear Jesus, Who suffered so much for me, let me suffer for love
of Thee!
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