Jesus † Mary † Joseph
Chapter 38 - The Man of Faith
Christ:
My child, My loyal follower is not rebellious at the unpleasant things which I permit in
his daily life. He is a man of faith, that is, he believes My words and follows My teachings
in his daily life. He sees My wisdom guiding his life at all times.
2. This supernatural faith helps him keep his peace of soul, even when humans seem to
complicate his life by their meddling and interference.
3. What I send is not always easy to understand. It may even seem unjust or foolish to
those who are living only for this world. The man of faith takes all from My Hands,
knowing that I plan all things for the best.
4. Do not depend on your natural judgment alone, but learn to consult Me and My
Church in all matters of importance.
Think:
I must be a man of faith, with a bright vision of God in my daily life. He is ever near,
ever interested, ever helping me. With such an interior vision I will not be disturbed by
the sayings and doings of those around me. The supernatural man is not fooled by external
appearances. He knows only too well that what looks good may sometimes be wrong, and
what seems undesirable is sometimes the only thing to do. He sees clearly that God
sometimes chooses the foolish things of this world to confound the wise.
Pray:
Father of wisdom and goodness, my God, when will I see things with Your glorious,
eternal outlook? Let me not be influenced by the wrong standards of worldly people. I
will dare to be different when the humans around me disagree with You. Though they
may mock and criticize what You have commanded, give me courage and strength to
follow what You want of me. Your wisdom will conquer the foolish wisdom of this
world. The folly of sin will one day be condemned and put to shame. Let me hate what is
wrong and fear all sin in my daily life. Amen.
December 7th
Saint Ambrose, Bishop of Milan and Doctor of the Church († 340 - 397)
When in the year 369 Saint Ambrose, the young son of a Roman Senator, was sent by
Probus, the Prefect of Italy, to the large province of Liguria Emilia in Italy, the officer said
to him, “Go and act not as a judge, but as a bishop.” Ambrose, though not Christian, had
already resisted by his probity the corrupting influence of the Roman youth of his day. In
Liguria he showed himself to be clement as directed, and his great erudition also became
well known to the inhabitants of the region. In the year 374 he was already governor of
the province, at the moment when at Milan, in this same region, a bishop was needed for
that great see. Since the heretics in Milan were many and fierce, he went to preserve order
during the election of the new prelate. Though he was still only a catechumen, it was the
Will of God that the provincial governor be chosen by acclamation. Despite his
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protestations and his subsequent flight from Milan when they were not accepted, he was
found, baptized, and consecrated for the archiepiscopal see.
Unwearied then in every pastoral duty, full of sympathy and charity, gentle and
condescending in matters of indifference, he was inflexible in questions of principle. He
manifested his fearless zeal when it was necessary to brave the anger of the Empress
Justina, by resisting and foiling her impious attempt to give one of the churches of Milan
to the Arians. He distributed all that he had of gold and silver to the poor, and confided all
financial administration of his archdiocese to his brother, Saint Satyrus, who came to
reside with him in Milan. To master theology, he studied the Sacred Scriptures and the
Fathers of the Church, and conferred with learned Christians concerning the rules of
ecclesiastical discipline. He was very active, and took such great care of the catechumens’
instruction that no one could surpass him in that duty.
His zeal in rebuking and bringing to penance the great Emperor Theodosius, who in a
moment of irritation had cruelly punished a sedition by the inhabitants of Thessalonica, is
a well known fact of history. The Saint met him at the door of the cathedral to prevent his
entering, and said to him that if he had imitated David in his crime, he must now imitate
him in his penance. Later the chastened and humble Emperor said that in his life he had
known but one true bishop — Ambrose.
Saint Ambrose was the friend and consoler of Saint Monica in all her sorrows, and in
387 had the joy of admitting to the Church Saint Augustine, her son. He died in 397, full
of years and of honors, and is revered by the Church of God as one of her greatest Doctors.
Sources: Little Pictorial Lives of the Saints, a compilation based on Butler’s Lives of the
Saints and other sources, by John Gilmary Shea (Benziger Brothers: New York,
1894); Les Petits Bollandistes: Vies des Saints, by Msgr. Paul Guérin (Bloud et Barral:
Paris, 1882), Vol. 14.
~*~*~ Today is also the Vigil of the Feast of the Immaculate Conception ~*~*~
Preparing the Stable - December 7th - Hay
Supply the manger of your heart with hay by overcoming all feelings of pride, anger or
envy.
Ejaculation: Jesus, teach me to know and correct my greatest sins.
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