Jesus † Mary † Joseph
Chapter 18 - The Day of Judgment
Christ:
My child, those who are loyal to My commandments in this life, will not be in terror on
the Day of Judgment. The sign of the Cross will appear in the sky when I come to judge
the world. Then all my loyal followers, the followers of the Cross, will come with great
confidence to Me, their crucified King and Judge.
2. On that day, the Just shall stand against those who annoyed and persecuted them.
Those who humbly bore the judgments of their fellow men, will rise to judge the rest on
that day. The poor and humble will have great confidence and joy, but the proud and
selfish lovers of this world will have many reasons to be afraid.
3. In that hour everyone will see that the wisest people were those who preferred to
follow My commandments and live My way. They will no longer be considered fools by
the worldly-minded. All wrong-doing will be silenced and condemned, while every
suffering endured with patience, will bring joy and gladness. The unreligious will be sad,
but My devoted followers will be filled with happiness. Many will thank Me for the
hardships and trials which they bore on earth. That day will show forth My power,
wisdom, and majesty.
Think:
Like a river that flows ever onward toward the sea, the current of daily life moves ever
onward toward the Day of Judgment. That day will correct the wrong standards and
foolish ideals of worldly men. It will be the Day of Truth, the triumph of holiness. Will I
drift along on my daily course or will I regularly check my direction by an intelligent selfexamination? I prepare for a joyful judgment or a fearful one by the kind of life I live
today.
Pray:
O Jesus, my Judge and King, I refuse to drift along each day until death takes me by
surprise. I want to follow Your standards as You speak to me today through Your Church.
Tell me how You want me to live and I hope to follow Your every wish. I need not fear
the Judgment if only I will be loyal to You in my daily life. Amen.
November 14th
Saint Laurence O’Toole, Archbishop of Dublin (†1125 - 1180)
Saint Laurence was the son of the king of Leinster in Ireland, born about the year 1125.
His birth caused such great joy to his father, that in thanksgiving, to honor Christ, he
pardoned a vassal who was an enemy and even chose him for sponsor of the child. They
were stopped on the way to church by a man who was regarded as a prophet, and who told
them in verse that the child would be magnificent on earth and glorious in heaven, and that
his name must be Laurence. Though the king had decided otherwise, the infant was indeed
given that name of predilection.
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When only ten years old, his father delivered him up as a hostage to a rival prince who
required this gage of his sincerity when there was a question of a treaty of peace, but who
treated the child with great inhumanity, leaving him to suffer hunger and cold and other
incommodities until his health was nearly ruined. His father, hearing of this, by menaces
obliged the tyrant to put him temporarily in the hands of the Bishop of Glendenoch in the
county of Wicklow. The holy youth was soon cured and, by his fidelity in corresponding
with the divine grace, he grew to be a model of virtues. When his father came for him,
Laurence declared he desired to enter into the service of the Church and remain with the
good bishop. To this his father willingly agreed.
On the death of the bishop, who was also Abbot of a monastery of the same city, Saint
Laurence was chosen Abbot in 1150, though only twenty years old, and doubting his
competence. Nonetheless he governed with a paternal spirit, employing all his revenues
during a famine in the province, to procure food for the needy, remedies for the sick, and
aid of all kinds for the unfortunate. Never did he use his revenues, even when prosperity
returned, for anything but care of the poor, repairs for ruined or decrepit churches or the
construction of new ones, and the foundation of hospitals. When the See of Glendenoch
became vacant once more in 1161, it was Saint Laurence who was chosen to fill it; and
although he could not resolve to accept that new dignity, he was obliged soon afterwards
to become Archbishop of Dublin, and he was told that to refuse would be to resist the Will
of God.
He established a regular life for the Canons of his cathedral, according to the example of
Saint Augustine, and he himself followed all the rules with exactitude, sharing their table,
their prayer and their silence. Each year he made a retreat of forty days in a cavern a few
miles from the city, fasting on bread, water and vegetables. When he came forth afterwards
he preached with so much zeal against the disorders of the province, that even hardened
hearts could not resist the force of his words.
About the year 1171 Saint Laurence was obliged, for the affairs of his diocese, to go to
England to see the king, Henry II, who was then at Canterbury. He was received by the
Benedictine monks of Christ Church with the greatest honor and respect. On the following
day, as the holy Archbishop was advancing to the altar to officiate, a maniac, who had
heard much of his sanctity and who thought it would be a gift to the Church to make of
him another martyr in the likeness of Saint Thomas Becket, struck him a violent blow on
the head. All present concluded that he was mortally wounded; but the Saint recovered his
senses and asked for some water, which he blessed. He then requested that the wound be
washed with it, and the blood was immediately stanched; and the archbishop celebrated
Mass. He obtained the offender’s pardon from the king. His prayers brought about many
miracles, including the return to their senses for those who had become insane, a miracle
rare in the history of religion. After he attended a General Council in Rome in 1179, the
Pope made him his legate for all of Ireland, and he visited all its provinces to re-establish
ecclesiastical discipline everywhere.
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In 1175 Henry II of England became offended with Roderick, the monarch of Ireland,
and Saint Laurence undertook another journey to England to negotiate a reconciliation
between them. Henry was so moved by his piety, charity, and prudence that he granted
him everything he asked, and left the whole negotiation to his discretion. Saint Laurence
died while still in France, in the city of Eu on the border of Normandy and Picardy. He
was unable to make a testament, as this perfect Archbishop had given all he had, and
literally had nothing to leave to others. He ended his journey here below on the 14th of
November, 1180, and was buried in the church of the abbey at Eu.
Source: Les Petits Bollandistes: Vies des Saints, by Msgr. Paul Guérin (Bloud et Barral:
Paris, 1882), Vol. 13.
~*~*~ Today is also the Feast of Saint Josaphat ~*~*~
Daily Thoughts and Prayers For Our Beloved Dead
Fourteenth Day
Prayers for the faithful departed are more acceptable to God than prayers for the living:
for the suffering souls are in the greatest need and cannot help themselves.
Prayer: Our Father. 3 Hail Marys. Glory Be. De Profundis.
O Lord Jesus, shower down on us Thy divine graces and blessings. Unite our will to
Thine, and make our prayers more acceptable to Thee, and more beneficial to the Souls in
Purgatory who cry out, Have pity on me, for the Hand of God has touched me.
Ejaculation: Jesus, meek and humble of Heart, make my heart like unto Thine. (500
days)
De Profundis (Psalm 129)
1 Out of the depths I have cried to Thee, O Lord:
2 Lord, hear my voice. Let Thy ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.
3 If Thou, O Lord, wilt mark iniquities: Lord, who shall stand it.
4 For with Thee there is merciful forgiveness: and by reason of Thy law, I have waited
for Thee, O Lord. My soul hath relied on His Word:
5 My soul hath hoped in the Lord.
6 From the morning watch even until night, let Israel hope in the Lord.
7 Because with the Lord there is mercy: and with Him plentiful redemption.
8 And He shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities.
Source: Douay Rheims Bible, Imp. 1899
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